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As we have just concluded the mission and rosary month of October. 

It is imperative for us to reflect on the day to day service rendered 

by the never tiring Priests and  all the faithful in their respective 

capacities. The Holy rosary is one prayer tool that has continued 

to sustain our faith and zeal in the work of evangelisation. 

Therefore, let us never get tired to pray it everyday of our lives, 

not only during the month of October. However, 2020 has been a 

year on halt. Everything came to a standstill because of the Covid-

19 and the lockdown restrictions. This pandemic actually built 

cob webs of in activity affecting our work, school and church 

schedules. 2020 actually feels like the space in between the death 

of our Lord Jesus on mount Calvary and the Glory of the 

resurrection. It is indeed the space in between tragedy and victory, 

silence and rejoicing, death and life. However due to this situation 

let us never fall in the danger of losing hope and faith in God. 

Therefore, let us allow God to restore our zeal and love through the power of His Holy Spirit. What is then 

expected of us as the faithful of the Archdiocese of Bulawayo is to remain mindful of our duties and obligations 

of the church which are as follows:  

Sunday Obligation "You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and rest from servile 

labour.  "This is often called the Sunday Duty or the Sunday Obligation and it is the way in which Christians 

fulfil the Third Commandment: "Remember, keep holy the Sabbath day." We participate  at Mass, and we 

refrain from any work that distracts us from a proper celebration of Christ's Resurrection. 

Confession "You shall confess your sins at least once a year." Strictly speaking, we only need to take part 

in the Sacrament of Confession if we have committed a mortal sin, but the Church urges us to make frequent 

use of the sacrament and, at a minimum, to receive it once each year in preparation for fulfilling our Easter 

Duty. 

Fasting and Abstinence "You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by the 

Church." Fasting and abstinence, along with prayer and alms-giving, are powerful tools in developing our 

spiritual life. Today, the Church requires Catholics to fast only on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, and to 

abstain from meat on Fridays and during Lent. On all other Fridays of the year, we may perform some other 

penance in place of abstinence. When Daniel fasted for 21 days the bible says God saw Daniel`s heart and saw 

within him deep humility.(Daniel 10 :12 - 14) 

Supporting the Church "You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church." The Catechism notes 

that this "means that the faithful are obliged to assist with the material needs of the Church, each according to 

his own ability." In other words, we don't necessarily have to tithe (give ten percent of our income), if we can't 

afford it; but we should also be willing to give more if we can. Our support of the Church can also be through 

donations of our time, and the point of both is not simply to maintain the Church but to spread the Gospel and 

bring others into the Church, the Body of Christ. 

Therefore, people of God let us never lose hope in this journey of our faith. What is needed, is to ask God to 

give us the strength power and means to be faithful to our baptismal promises and to protect our spiritual life 

and faith and to support his Holy Church. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/holy-days-of-obligation-541520
https://www.learnreligions.com/catholic-mass-542959
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-sacrament-of-confession-542139
https://www.learnreligions.com/rules-for-fasting-and-abstinence-542167
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-fasting-701972
https://www.learnreligions.com/abstinence-as-spiritual-discipline-542184
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-prayer-542573
https://www.learnreligions.com/ash-wednesday-in-the-catholic-church-542463
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-good-friday-p2-700773
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-lent-700774


Let us Never Forget to Pray 

For the souls of the Faithful Departed 

 

  

There are no words to describe the feeling of despair which 

has resulted because of the Covid 19 pandemic. Organised 

as we are, we have realised during these times that we are 

not immune to adversity.  Our plans, hopes, programs and 

dreams are always vulnerable. This is because we live in an 

unpredictable world described by Paul as “groaning” (Rom. 

8:22). A world that calls for a new sense of service by the 

Church in a rapidly changing world as expressed in Gaudium 

et Spes. Thankfully, however, God’s power works for ultimate 

good through His children in a manner that is “exceedingly 

abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20; Rom. 

8:28). One day there is failure and defeat; another day we find 

ourselves pondering how God turned ashes into the brilliance 

of success and life. Surely, we can see the importance of the 

Biblical theme of perseverance and hope. As the month of 

October called us to reflect the theme of mission and its 

importance in Christian life, it is fitting as the Archdiocese of 

Bulawayo to find solace and hope during this pandemic by 

marvelling at the missionary endeavours done by our predecessors. 

Therefore, by reflecting on the past let us always know that the sun will shine again. Therefore, even 

if we have begun praying for the faithful departed this month we are  still challenged  to reflect the 

role of mission in the Christian life. We are called to reflect on the heroism and sacrifices of 

missionaries past and present, the challenges and difficulties they encountered to bring the faith to 

us. Lead by the same spirit, they founded missions, schools and hospitals as well as humanitarian 

services. Their strength and endurance amidst hardships, such as climate, hostility, poverty, 

disturbances and personal struggles should inspire us to remain focused during this difficult time. 

We too should hold on to our faith. Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses, “let us throw away everything that hinders us and let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us” (Heb 12 :1). As the Archdiocese of Bulawayo our race this year is directed towards 

being  true and committed disciples of Christ (Baptised and sent). Though we have experienced 

tragedy and loss of our fellow runners who have set for us a perfect example of remaining faithful till 

the end, in particular people like Fr. Pascal H Ndlovu, Rev Deacon  Clopas Muzvimbiri,  Sr Theresa 

Machumi (CPS), Mrs Nyashanu (Catechist), Mr. and Mrs. Nleya (Empandeni) and on a sad note 

Shepherd Nkomo (C.Y.A), let us always stay focused in this pilgrimage of life.  For us to see the sun 

rise and shine again in our lives, families and most importantly in our faith there is need for personal 

responsibility from everyone. As we move towards gradual reopening, I urge everyone to play their 

part using their gifts and abilities in evangelisation and the building of the Kingdom of God as this is 

the heart of the mission. It  is not an easy task that lies ahead of us yet we are confident that together 

we can move  forward and rebuild our communities and lives, “through  Christ who gives us strength” 

(Philippians 4 : 13). 

. 

 

 



 

 

 

The Dalai Lama famously said, “If you want 

others to be happy, practice compassion. If you 

want to be happy, 

practice 

compassion.” 

The same is 

certainly true for 

generosity! 

Generosity is the 

quality of being 

kind and 

understanding, the willingness to give others things 

that have value. In the midst of this coronavirus 

pandemic, when the news is full of worrying 

statistics, advice on social distancing and the 

frustration of not 

attending Mass  there is  

however a bright light 

to be found in the acts 

of kindness that 

everyday people, 

companies , NGOs and 

Religious organisations  

are sharing. Right now, 

and tomorrow a little 

help can go a long way, 

following are just a 

handful of examples of 

the way some people have 

stepped up to care for  others and practice kindness 

during this challenging time. Most notably is the 

work done by Caritas Bulawayo which extended a 

hand of 

kindness 

toward the 

people of the 

Archdiocese 

of Bulawayo 

by 

distributing 

food 

hampers to 

all those 

affected by 

this 

pandemic. The Christian alliance of Bulawayo also 

extended their generosity  when they provided 

various gifts to communities around the city, such 

as maize, medicine and water containers with the 

aid of people in the 

diaspora. A number of 

Samaritans in their 

personal capacities 

also showered  their 

kindness to the 

affected through 

providing a number of 

resources and services 

such as counselling. 

However, the 

Archdiocese of 

Bulawayo gives praise 

to the unsung individuals 

who outdid themselves and continue to show 

kindness in this trying time.
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https://www.menshealth.com/health/a31444651/social-distancing-coronavirus/


 

 

 

arking the beginning of October i.e., 

Mission Month, the leadership of Catholic 

Women of St. Anne’s Association 

presented a donation of USD1400.00 to Archbishop 

Alex Thomas on Thursday October 1, 2020. The fund 

was raised through the initiative of the Association to 

fund-raise for different pastoral and Missionary needs 

of the Archdiocese of Bulawayo. The project comprises 

of the sale of their own uniforms (material for regalia 

skirts, blouses, and scapulars). In their executive 

meeting held on Thursday 

September 17, 2020 a 

resolution was unanimously 

that the contribution be to 

the Archdiocese as a way of 

expressing and fulfilling 

missionary obligation of the 

Association. The move was 

seen as a way of motivating 

the entire membership to 

honour their various 

monitory commitments since 

there was going to be 

transparency and 

accountability as far as their funds are concerned. The 

funds were allocated as follows: catering for the needs 

of the Minor Seminary and AMR Novitiate purchasing 

of material for one of the Churches under construction 

purchasing of food provisions for the needy furniture 

repairs for the Cathedral Hall. Archbishop Alex Thomas 

heartily thanked Mrs Florence Makoni (the current 

chair for the Association) and her leadership for the 

donation that came at the opportune time despite the 

prevailing COVID 19 pandemic and its socio and 

economic challenges. The Archbishop was hopeful that 

the situation will soon normalise and people will revert 

to their normal life such that members will progress in 

Christ: better their hearts, better their homes and 

better their fields in line with the Association’s motto. 

He also affirmed the existing members and encouraged 

then to induct new members bearing in mind the 

health and safety regulations in the new normal. The 

Spiritual advisor Sr. Mutasa A.M.R. was also present at 

the brief ceremony. During the ceremony expressing 

his Gratitude the Archbishop 

highlighted the charitable 

work done by the CWL who 

during this pandemic 

provided food hampers for 

isiphala sika Bishop which 

caters for the needy in 

Bulawayo. Such acts of 

kindness resemble those 

done by  some women in the 

Bible  who supported Jesus  

and his disciples like Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna 

and many others who 

provided financial support for Jesus and his disciples 

(cf. Lk 8:2-3). These charitable works  leave a challenge 

to the rest of the Catholics as they grapple with these 

questions; What legacy will I leave behind as an 

individual and as an Association? How pastorally 

relevant is my Association?  

Compiled by Mrs. D. Sikhosana 

 (Association’s Secretary)
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As part of the way to curtail the spread of the Covid19 

pandemic, governments throughout the world advised 

by WHO, started to restrict gatherings in public places 

and shutting down day to day operations. As a result, 

the world experienced a global COVID19 lockdown for 

a while. Churches were not spared either, and this in 

turn affected the pastoral ministry. This article seeks to 

highlight the effects of Covid19 pandemic on the socio-

spiritual and pastoral aspects of the Church in the 

Archdiocese of Bulawayo.  

The first challenge was that of closure of Churches. 

Many parishes had to explore new ways to reach out to 

Church members. This has shown an increase in the use of social 

media platforms for online services and sharing. Many priests used 

popu lar platforms like WhatsApp, Facebook and Zoom to facilitate 

talks, share homilies and livestream holy Mass. They were thus 

able to reach larger numbers (including those from outside of the 

Archdiocese). These served well until such a time as it was possible 

to congregate, 

though in smaller 

numbers. Another 

challenge was the 

fear that people 

have of meeting in large crowds. To date, some still fear 

going back to Church, in spite of the health-approved safety 

measures largely being practised in Catholic churches. 

The second 

area 

impacted by 

COVID19 is 

the area of finances. As Churches were closed down, the 

regular financial flow was affected. This affected the 

upkeep of parishes and personnel, as well as the 

procurement of material necessary for sanitization of 

people and premises. Most parishes have electronic 

payment platforms. This to some extent prevented 

parishes from being shut down, until such a time as activity was able to resume. Members, both local and 

abroad, supported their parishes by donating generously for the greater glory of God. The third aspect is 

the moral and spiritual. Without access to the Sacraments or a priest, many people had their faith shaken. 

Funerals had to be conducted by funeral ministers in most cases, without the consolation of close family, 

friends and Church brethren. COVID19 robbed many Christians the chance of sacraments-rules and 

Fr. Limukani Ndlovu 



regulations to do with social distancing and physical contact have made it difficult for priests and ministers 

to effectively perform their work. Further, not all had access to the spiritual services offered online. This 

greatly impeded their growth and edification, as without community and Sacraments, Catholic life is in 

danger.  

In conclusion, as we slowly but surely return back to the normal ways of life, it still remains important to be 

cautious and take all preventive measures seriously. There is need for diligent pastoral plans and strategies 

to reanimate the people of God, bring back the lost and revive the faith of the people at every level-Small 

Christian Community, Association and parish levels. As reopening becomes a reality day by day, pastors 

need to ensure that no one is left behind. We are grateful to God who has never left us in our times of 

need. It is up to us to remember that you are your brother’s keeper (cf. Gen 4:1-13). Above all, we learn to 

trust in God, for there is nothing impossible with him (cf. Lk 1:37). 

 

 

Liturgy and COVID 19

The time of the COVID19 pandemic challenged everything that we ever 

knew and held dear. Our way of life, our worship- our liturgy- was not spared 

either. Thousand of Churches were forced to close and worship was put on 

hold. Parishes and communities began to explore alternative ways of 

community and communion, liturgical 

activity and worship. With time, lockdown 

restrictions were eased and people were able 

to gather again, albeit in smaller numbers than 

before. This became the new normal- a newer way of doing things under a 

pandemic. Below is a reflection on what our liturgy went through during this 

time, and lessons we learnt during this time. The first aspect was that of liturgical 

expression. We were formerly used to 

meeting as a community, gather and sing, 

pray and commune during Mass. With Churches closed, we were all 

forced to stay at home. Liturgy was taken to online platforms-

livestreamed Masses on Facebook and church websites, WhatsApp 

recordings of homilies and reflections, Zoom meetings and 

gatherings. While they did not substitute for physical Masses, they 

filled a spiritual void that most people felt due to changes.  

Secondly, it is also true that the liturgy is not the only way to receive grace. As the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church makes clear, “(God) himself is not bound by his sacraments” (CCC 125)

God can give grace in many different ways and often does. For example, in our life of daily prayer or reading 

the Bible, He can speak to our hearts and enliven His grace in us. When we exercise our faith, we then receive 

the grace to say “yes” to whatever God is asking of us. We know that God promises to be with us in every trial 

and to share with us the peace of his love in those trials. Jesus said, “I have told you this so that you might 

have peace in me. In the world you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the world” (Jn 16:33). 

What this means is that in a time like this when we are confined to our homes and unable to attend Mass there,   

Fr. Alphonse  

 



By Nokusa Nyathi 

is actually more grace available to us. God in his love always provides for us, and He will not punish us for 

what is beyond our control. If we respond rightly to this trial, precisely because we don’t have the normal 

comfort of going to Mass and holy Communion, we can actually grow more spiritually in this time. Now that 

our numbers for congregating have been increased, more care is needed from the ministers and those in charge 

of the liturgy in parishes and dioceses to adhere closely to safety precautions in order to make the liturgy safe 

for all, while at the same time maintaining the integrity thereof. The ZCBC has outlined guidelines and 

precautions to help us all in our liturgical practises, with emphasis on social distancing and personal safety of 

priests and congregants first before anything else. In their latest document, titled The Joy of Coming Together 

for Public Worship, released on the 12th of October 2020, the ZCBC urges cautious reopening and priority 

on human life. 

 Hopefully, with the easing of restrictions in our country and in most parts of the world, the Church can go 

through this experience as a community. If all of us from the midst of our pain of not being able to be together 

at Mass and receive holy Communion unite that pain to the pain of Jesus on the cross, then there will be a 

torrent of graces that flow out upon the world in this time. It will create a deep longing for the gift of holy 

Communion in many, and we will receive even more grace when we finally get to return to Mass regularly. 

More importantly, our time apart will help us to appreciate the beauty and the richness of our liturgy, as well 

as helping us draw even closer to God through it.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our lady of Fatima, Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP) stakeholders and residential leaders 

were urged to allocate and profile available natural resources that could be used as a three-year program in 

alleviating hardships faced by the Pumula South community. 

The remarks were made at a two-day workshop held at Our Lady of Fatima Parish from the 4th to 5th of 

September, with at least 30 members in attendance. 

The CCJP is a non-governmental organization which goes synonymous with citizens' rights and duties, with 

an obligation to inform and educate the community in this regard. This DNA further puts the organisation at 

a better position to encourage love, understanding and harmony through the promotion of the church’s 

social teaching, added to investigating allegations of injustice. 

Speaking in an interview on the sidelines of the workshop, Fr Fikile Dlamini the CCJP Administrator reiterated 

that teaching people to use the available resources will be the best remedy for problems relating to poverty 

or any other conditions.  

"Teach someone to fish and he will have food for a lifetime... When the community is empowered through 

resources and services, it can be productive through tacit knowledge”, he said. 

The CCJP Zimbabwe exists to highlight the plight of the Zimbabwean people and assist in cases of human 

rights abuse. It was established in 1972 as the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace in Rhodesia. The 

commission later changed to Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace after independence in 1980.  

 

 



By Mrs Shield Damunesa 

 

 

Despite all odds being against  showing true 

discipleship in the footsteps of Our Most 

Holy Mother, on the 15th of August 2020, 

two delegates per 

parish of the Sodality 

of Our Lady Guild 

members, in the 

Archdiocese of 

Bulawayo, gathered 

at Our Lady of Fatima 

parish in Pumula 

South for the jovial 

celebration of the 

Assumption of Our 

lady feast. Two  

priests, 6 nuns, the 

Zimbabwe Marian Guilds chairperson, Mrs 

Shield Damunesa , the Sodality of our Lady 

executive attendant the event. The Holy 

Mass was celebrated  by His Grace, 

Archbishop Alex Thomas. Despite the Covid 

- 19 pandemic, the members of the Guild, 

followed the WHO guidelines, starting with 

a blissful Rosary procession.  

The Chairperson of the Archdiocese of 

Bulawayo Sodality of Our Lady, Mrs 

Sithabile Moyo, in her opening remarks, 

encouraged the members to plant roses 

and to love Garden life, and to be mindful 

of the significance of the rose gardens in 

our prayer lives as inspired by the papal 

letter Laudato Si. This was thus adopted as 

one of the resolutions of the Guild. 

 Father James Batsirai , the facilitator talked 

about Overcoming all odds to climb the 

Altar of Sacrifice. He reiterated on the 

significance of hardships in our lives, and 

how it's common part of Christian life to 

meet them and overcome them.  

Mrs Shield 

Damunesa the 

Zimbabwe 

Marian Guilds 

chairperson, 

encouraged the 

Marians to stay 

focussed and not 

to lose hope 

despite the 

pandemic, to 

work together in the 

footsteps of the Blessed Virgin Mary and to 

work always for the Glory of God.  

The Archbishop highly commended the 

work of the Marians despite the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 



 

The Church annually commemorates World Mission Day, an initiative by the 

Pontifical Mission Societies, in an effort to stir up the hearts of the people of God 

to greater works towards mission work. The message of this year’s World Mission 

Day, celebrated traditionally on the 18th of October, falls under the theme: - Here 

I am Lord, send me” (Is 6:8). In his message, the Holy Father, Pope Francis, 

reminds us that we are sons and daughters of God, born through the blood of 

Christ. Our identity is inseparable from our mission, our mission to evangelize and 

make disciples of all nations (cf Mat 28:18-20). We are called to build God’s 

Kingdom on earth through participation, support and contributions. Though we 

live in challenging times, we are still Christians called to proclaim God’s presence 

in the world. Baptized into the People of God, we have a special mandate to go 

and proclaim the Good News, especially to a fragile world torn and shaken by the 

scourge of COVID19. It is furthermore a challenge to listen actively to the voice of 

the Spirit within us, as we contemplate the mission of the Church and our role in 

it. The response ‘here I am, send me’ should be a conscious and free response, 

born of looking around at the plight of our neighbors and those around us. 

Likening the current world situation to a boat rocked by storms, the Holy Father 

shows how it is up to us to cry out to the Lord on behalf of the human race. He 

calls us to look at the signs of a world under restrictions, and reflection on the 

valuable aspects of our lives. The mission, the Church on the move, is not a 

programme, a mere action to be done by our own effort. It is Christ who makes 

the Church go out of herself.  

The celebration of World Mission Day is also an occasion for reaffirming how 

prayer, reflection and the material help of our offerings are so many opportunities 

to participate actively in the mission of Jesus in his Church. The charity expressed 

in the collections that take place during the liturgical celebrations of the 3rd 

Sunday of October is aimed at supporting the missionary work carried out in the 

name of the Holy Father by the Pontifical Mission Societies, in order to meet the 

spiritual and material needs of peoples and Churches throughout the world, for 

the salvation of all. 

 

 

 



By: Bernard Mthulisi Nkomo 

COVID19 has had a negative impact on mental health. The foremost mental 

health issue that has been on the 

rise is that of stress or anxiety. 

Inadequate knowledge regarding 

the virus and surrounding factors 

has triggered a lot of anxiety. The 

locked-down state led to negative 

mental health outcomes like 

anxiety states and insecurity 

regarding the future. The general public can experience fear and anxiety of being sick or dying and 

helplessness. The suspected and/or confirmed COVID19 cases who are on quarantine largely experience 

tremendous mental health problems. They go through boredom, loneliness, anger, depression, anxiety, 

denial, despair, insomnia, harmful substance abuse especially among the youth and may have suicidal 

temptations. The survivors even worse are at the risk of developing mental disorders such as depression and 

Post Traumatic Stress D. The pandemic also brings a considerable degree of fear to the world’s special 

population, particularly the elderly. The aged (ages 60 and above) are more vulnerable as they suffer from 

chronic diseases. To add on, people with pre-existing mental or psychological conditions especially substance 

abusers may be particularly vulnerable.It also important to realise the power of exercise and music. It is 

essential during this pandemic period just as it is during any time of life to keep a healthy body and a healthy 

mind by exercising and listening to music. Music, just like exercise, has mood boosting and mind calming 

powers. Most importantly, it is vital in the reduction of depression, anxiety and stress. Exercising more 

importantly helps one to sleep better. So rather than worrying ourselves during this lockdown, plug in your 

music and do aerobics, cardio workouts amongst other exercises. 

Moving on to the issue of coping skills, the most important coping 

skill is staying positive. Understand the whole purpose of 

lockdowns, which aim to reduce the spread of the virus. As long 

we adhere, we are playing a significant part in reducing the spread 

of the virus. Teenagers basically imitate each other, their parents 

and the society at large on how to respond to events and crises 

including this pandemic. Hence, staying positive is not an option 

but a necessity as it does not help oneself but others as well. As 

much as possible people should stay calm and composed, shift a 

focus from negativity to optimism. As much as possible, let us try 

to continue with our activities under a new normal. Some 

universities, colleges and schools have open channels for e-

learning which are commendable. In cases where e-learning is not 

available, students can engage in self-studying. 

As regards the media, one should only listen to information that is verified and true, and avoid as much as 

possible the dissemination of fake news. The aged further need strong social support systems. Finally, 

whenever and wherever possible, there is need for us to maintain healthy relationships, maintain frequent 

contact, and above all, trust in and pray to God, the Healer of souls. 

 

 



 

 

 

In Memory of Fr Pascal Hlengani Ndlovu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church remembers with sadness the life of Fr Pascal Hlengani Ndlovu, a priest of the Archdiocese of 

Bulawayo. A son of Embakwe Mission, Fr Pascal worked in various capacities in the Archdiocese of 

Bulawayo and  as priest in charge at, Luveve (Uganda Martyrs), Tsholotsho (St Joseph the Worker) and 

Maphisa (St Monica Minda Mission). At the time of his passing on he had been working at Minda Mission. 

A great man full of joy and happiness towards all who knew him, his parishioners and the entire people of 

God. Fr Pascal’s untimely death left a wound in the heart of many Catholics, who could not bid farewell to 

him due to COVID19 lockdown restrictions on funeral attendees. We celebrate his life and good example 

he left to everyone-priests, religious and the entire people of God. 

Rest In Peace Fr. Pascal Hlengani Ndlovu 

 

Rev. Deacon  Clopas Muzwimbiri Mpopoma (Ss Peter and Paul) 

After serving the Archdiocese of Bulawayo for decades Rev. Clopas Muzwimbiri who was one of the 

pioneer Deacons together with the late Deacon Ndebele from Tsholotsholo, Deacon Chigwangura from 

Uganda Martyrs, Deacon Kwindingwi from St Pius and others, was called from this life to the other on the 

13th of October 2020. He served faithfully in spreading the Gospel of Christ in the Archdiocese and was a 

beacon of dedication and sacrifice as he never allowed  ill health to deter him from doing the work of 

evangelisation. May His soul rest in eternal peace with God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr. and Mrs. Nleya Remembered 

The Archdiocese of Bulawayo learnt with shock on the horrifying passing on of Mr. and Mrs. Nleya, two 

stalwarts of the Catholic faith at Empandeni Mission who died together in their home at Mzaza, a 

community of Empandeni Mission. Mr. and Mrs. Nleya were 

teachers of the faith, educationists and community builders. 

Their marriage (of 50 years and more), their teaching as 

catechists and work as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion are shining examples to Catholics in the 

Archdiocese of Bulawayo and beyond. Their tragic death has 

led to calls for investigations and the apprehending of those 

responsible. They will be remembered as people who led the 

community to God by their activities and exemplary life. They 

will be missed as pillars of the community, who from their 

early lives uplifted the local community through teaching and 

building projects. They will be sorely missed 

 

 

Farewell to Mrs Nyashanu 

The Church lost one of the most active catechists and pastoral 

worker in the Archdiocese, Mrs. E. Nyashanu. A very 

dedicated woman whose energy and life animated the 

community of St Patricks-catechumens, St Anne’s Association 

and even fellow catechists 

 

 

 

 

Farewell to our Son Shepherd Nkomo 

Last but not  least the Archdiocese of Bulawayo was robbed 

by one of its prominent young man Mr Shepherd Nkomo the 

son of  Deacon Nkomo from Christ the King Parish (Hillside). 

Shepherd Nkomo  was a vibrant, intelligent young man who 

was very faithfull to the Catholic faith which he belonged to 

from childhood. This was made manifest by his methodical 

contribution to the Family life Apostolate under guidance of 

Sister Alphonse. His untimely departure was blow to the 

Archdiocese of Bulawayo young people who looked up to him 

as a future leader. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

he book Mission Accomplished offers a priceless insight into 

the life and times of Dr Hanna Davies, affectionately known as 

MaKhumalo to the local community she lived in and worked 

with. Her autobiography offers the reader a glimpse of what 

it means to work for Christ 

using one’s gifts and talents. It 

portrays the values of sacrifice, 

dedication and selflessness, the 

courage to ‘take a step’ and 

venture into the unknown. Dr 

Davies in no way tries to exalt 

herself or sing her own praises 

in this book; rather, she wishes 

to inspire and motivate- 

through her own example and 

life-others who might have a 

calling to help their fellowmen. 

Reading this book is akin to 

reading a modern-day Acts of 

the Apostles (both written by 

doctors), for in this book are 

recorded the acts of a modern-day Apostle of Matabeleland, whose 

work ensured the salvation of souls and healing of bodies. 

By Siphathokuhle Ndlovu 
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If there is a gesture that best sums up the encyclical by Pope Francis, it would be the gesture of a person with 

open arms extended to the whole world. For this is exactly what the Holy Father seeks to do in his encyclical- 

to open his fatherly arms to a world torn and shaken by the scourge of a pandemic that has threatened lives 

and livelihoods. The very title of the encyclical, Fratelli Tutti (meaning we are All Brothers), shows the concern 

the Holy Father has for humanity. He acknowledges that COVID19 exposed the uncertainty and fragility of 

humanity and its systems and false sense of security. 

The pandemic reduced us all to one level-that of 

humanity struck and suffering. It exposed the long-

forgotten fact that, rich or poor, 1st or 3rd World, we are 

all vulnerable and frail. The encyclical therefore calls us to 

reflect on that truth, and embrace one another as 

brothers.Pope Francis, ever the humanitarian Pope, calls 

out to humanity to rebuild better. As we crawl back to 

our ‘new normal’, as we rebuild our world torn down 

by death and suffering, as we frantically search for a 

vaccine, let us not forget that we are our brother’s keepers too. Fratelli Tutti is therefore a call to shun all 

anti-human systems, philosophies, thoughts and actions-selfishness, slavey, racism, human trafficking, the 

abuse of women and children-the list goes on. Fratelli Tutti challenges each one of us to see themselves in 

the other, and build their fellow humanity as they would build themselves. 

A few notable points are highlighted in this encyclical by the Holy Father. The first is a reiteration of the Joint 

Declaration with the Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb of Abu Dhabi, made in February 2019. This declaration 

calls for a recognition of rights of all people and a condemnation of war and slavery as well as discrimination 

based on gender, race and colour. The Holy Father constantly refers to it in this encyclical, as if stressing that 

this message, previously uttered by two leaders of world religions, applies not just to Catholics and Muslims 

alone, but to everyone. 

The second point is the Holy Father’s strong views regarding war and the death penalty. He frequently 

emphasizes that these two hold no place in the law of love, in modern society, and in the plan of life. He calls 

on societies and nations to try and avoid conflict and war at all costs and  aim towards holistic rehabilitation 

and correction. He urges the path of dialogue and understanding as the best path in areas of conflict, for no 

one can fully meet the conditions necessary for a just war to occur. War and the death penalty have no place 

in a community built on love. 

Thirdly, the encyclical is notable for its highly inclusive and ecumenical tone. The Holy Father quotes and 

echoes the words and statements of non-religious leaders, non-Catholic authorities and other faiths. This is 

coloured by the Pontiff’s concern for the welfare of all peoples, to highlight that the encyclical is truly for all 

people, for all suffer from the scourge of the pandemic and communities filled with hate, anger and strife. 

All are challenged to embrace and uphold universal brotherhood and social fraternity, following in the 

footsteps of St Francis of Assisi, the saint whom the Pope credits with the inspiration of the encyclical. 

 

Compiled By Muziwandile Mahlangu 
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As we begin the month November, the Church calls us to solidarity with the 

Church in purgatory. The just ended month of October called us to effective 

action in the support of the Church here on earth. Our efforts are once again 

called on to help our brothers and sisters in purgatory. The Church therefore 

appeals to you brothers and sisters to remember the departed in prayer – Covid 

19 victims, family friends and relatives – and continually plead for their release 

to heaven. 

 

Please Support 

Isibane 

Fr Elisha Nyathi on 0773456362/ elishanyathi@rocketmail.com 


