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AS we conclude the year ‘Baptised and sent evangelisation 

through holiness’, we begin another year in the holy 

catholic church as the archdiocese of Bulawayo which 

actually continues to urge us to be missionary disciples 

read to walk the talk by spreading the message of the 

Gospel to all the ends of the world specifically  as DISCIPLES 

OF CHRIST WHO ARE BAPTISED AND SENT so as  to 

effectively evangelise the world.  
As the Archdiocese  we pay sincere gratitude to those who 

have walked the tight rope in keeping with the resolutions 

of the year specified on  personal and parish levels. Most 

notably we thank our Archbishop for being the continuos 

pillar of support for all our efforts in reaching out to our 

inmost self and others in as far as living a holy and Christian 

life is concerned. Many means ranging from parish 

retreats, congresses pilgrimages, adhering to the mission 

month prerogatives, establishment of teams of 

evangelisers and upper rooms or pray corners have 

backboned and cemented our faith as the catholic church 

in Bulawayo this year.  

Nonetheless there is need to mention, as we begin the new 

year baptised and sent ….we are his disciples…that we 

should permanently be in a state of mission according to 

the promptings of His holiness Pope Francis. 

On the celebration of the Extraordinary Missionary Month, 

he said,  it was meant to be a  magnificent opportunity for 

‘’fostering an increased awareness of the mission ‘ad 

gentes’ (to the world) and taking up again with renewed 

vigour the missionary transformation of the Church’s life 

and pastoral activity.” 

“Ad Gentes” to the world is also the name of the 

missionary decree proclaimed by the Second Vatican 

Council. The consistent basis for missiology in “Baptized 

and Sent” focuses on the Trinitarian mystery of God. The 

Father has sent the Son, and the Son sent the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus often told his disciples: “As the Father sent me, so I 

send you. You will do even greater works than I.” “The 

pilgrim Church is missionary by its very nature, for it is from 

the mission of the Son, and the mission of the Holy Spirit 

that she draws her origin, in accordance with the decree of 

God the Father” (Ad Gentes 2; Baptized and Sent, page 

329).  

Isaiah in one of the advent readings read this season 

prophesies so beautifully with his image that all nations will 

come streaming to God’s holy mountain. The wonder of 

the Magi further emphasizes this desire for all nations to 

experience God’s salvific love. Matthew concludes his 

Gospel with Jesus’ great commission: “Go, therefore, and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, until the end of the ages.” 

From the first command of God the Father in Genesis, we 

receive the commission to go forth: “For this reason, man 

and woman shall leave father and mother to become one. 

Be fruitful and multiply.”Jesus had to leave the Father to 

become one with humanity. In order to complete this 

unity, he accepted death on the cross. In this mystical-

sacrificial union, he brought life to all humanity. Man and 

woman leave father and mother and commit themselves 

to this mystical-sacrificial union in order to bring forth new 

life. Thus, the expansion of the divine union grows ever 

larger. Without this going forth into newness of life, true 

life desists. Jesus’ way of operating, before and after 

Easter, is differentiated, the latter building on the former. 

In the pre-Easter period, the mission Jesus entrusted to the 

disciples seemed limited in time and space. After the 

resurrection, there is a universalization and globalization of 

the mission.“This enhances the character of the Paschal 

Mystery as center and source of the mission and of the 

action of God and the gift-responsibility of the Church” 

(Baptized and Sent, page 335).Jesus shares this mission 

with his disciples in two distinct ways – before and after his 



resurrection. His mission begins with his commission to the disciples being sent to the house of Israel. Post-resurrection, it 

becomes the great commission to all people of all nations, even to the ends of the earth. The healing of the Syrophoenician 

woman’s daughter points to this transition. I wonder how much this woman’s great faith helped even Jesus to see more clearly 

the will of the Father for all peoples to share in the life of faith. Was he surprised as he declared her to be woman of great 

faith?” Every man and woman is a mission; that is the reason for our life on this earth. To be attracted and to be sent are two 

movements that our hearts, especially when we are young, feel as interior forces of love; they hold out promise for our future 

and they give direction to our lives” (Pope Francis, message for World Mission Sunday, 2018). Therefore this year as  the 

Catholic church of Bulawayo let us propel ourselves to great spiritual heights like the saints in being witnesses who testify to 

others of the wonder and splendour of the  Gospel. 
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Season’s greetings to you all, the long wait for the birth of hope has finally come. The  Emmanuel, who was prophesied by 

Isaiah to bring about the reign of peace, love and joy (cf. Is 7:14) is now among us. Christian faith hinges on the incarnation, 

God humbly taking the form of humanity so as to save men and triumph over death (cf. Phil 2: 5). The birth of the Messiah 

therefore should take a higher pedestal in our Christian life. This importance is also evidenced by the structure of our Liturgical 

Calendar were the Christmas Octave is placed, emphasised and given precedence over other festivities.  

The year 2019 has been beset by a number of challenges affecting the mandate of Christian faith that is Evangelisation. 

However, it is of great joy that   tremendous zeal and enthusiasm in supporting all the activities in the Archdiocese has been 

profoundly witnessed. Your contributions in all areas of need in the Archdiocese are greatly appreciated, thus never cease to 

be charitable as it is the driving force of Christian life.  

Baptized and Sent Evangelisation through holiness has been the theme of the Archdiocese of Bulawayo inviting all of us in the 

Church, the community of disciples of Jesus, to see with the eyes of faith and with a heart filled with hope how we and the 

world are in need of the Good News of the Kingdom. We the Believing and Baptized can only bear witness to the Good News 

and proclaim the same. The impetus of the mission of the Church has to be kept alive and continued through our personal 

dedication and participation in this mission. Hence, there is the need for personal rootedness in Jesus Christ. This we know is 

a gradual but continuous conversion and transformation that should keep happening in the daily life situations. The conversion 

and transformation will naturally be evident in our attitudes and actions as disciples of Christ sent our to reap the harvest (cf 

Gal 6:9). It is our mission therefore that those around  become  able to hear and see Jesus and the Good News of the Kingdom 

in and through us, the Baptized and Sen

But the question before us is do we relate and affect those around us? This is something that we need to become personally 

and consciously  aware of in the relationships with the realities of life while relating to God, fellow human beings, and the 

environment around us.As disciples of the lord this coming year it becomes an imperative for us to live and act the mission 

set upon us by the lord according to the dictates of the Gospel and the teachings of the Church. It just means that we have to 

strive to live the identity that we accepted in faith when we were baptised.  

Therefore it is now time to act, it now the opportunity to tightly follow the footsteps of the disciples of the Lord. However, It 

is not so easy because discipleship and living according to Jesus and His Good news demand of us certain attitudes and 

decisions in matters of power, money or wealth, justice, respect for the rights of other people, treatment of the poor and the 

needy, upholding    human dignity and honour due to the fellow human beings, ethics and morals among other things.

We pray that the Good Lord may give us much needed rain for the sustenance of our people and nation. Let us also pray 

for those that have lost hope, that with the birth of the Messiah, Emmanuel – hope maybe restored and sustained. 

A blessed Christmas season to you all and a Happy New  year.



The church can be likened to an organizational structure 

which does not function in a vacuum but is guided by 

specific set goals, objectives and mission ,in a faith based 

set-up the mission  is expressed as a Theme. For a theme 

to save its purpose it has to identify the key players and 

their duties which was the whole idea behind the 

Catechists City March. 

In a bid to walk the talk of the 

Archdiocesan theme of 

Evangelization 

through Holiness 

the Pastoral 

Center hosted a 

mini-Congress 

which was graced 

by the presence of 

Catechists from the 12th 

to the 16th of August, 2019. To 

raise awareness throughout the city while conscietizing 

Catechists on their mandate in line with the theme a 

peaceful march began from the Emthonjeni Pastoral 

Center to the destination point of St Mary’s Cathedral 

Basilica. Of importance were the thematic issues that 

guided the march which included: 

• Called to be Co-Workers 

• Evangelization through Holiness 

• Key Witnesses of Faith 

From a selection viewpoint these thematic related issues 

highlighted the significance of a holistic approach in which 

every individual especially the catechists had in realizing 

the theme into reality. They communicated the whole 

essence of being a catechist in relation to the current 

working theme of the year. In that regard such teachings 

created much awareness on how to action the talk of 

Evangelizing through holiness rather than to leave the 

theme to be viewed as motivational talk while not being 

practicalised. More so this March reinforced the 

importance of catechists as grass-root co-workers in the 

evangelization process. As a result matters of inclusivity 

,participation, mandate identification in 

fulfilling the theme of the year 

were captured. 

To seal the March, the 

Archbishop 

recognized the 

contribution of the 

Pilgrims for their 

continued commitment 

and motivation in their work. 

The acknowledgement was aimed at 

creating an emulation spirit and and set a standard 

example of good works to other groups. Catechists were 

called to be reinosance men and women pursuing 

liturgical teachings while leading faith-filled lives. 

Be that as it may ,His grace did not ignore the challenges 

faced in the country these were not an excuse of aiming 

towards fulfillment of earthly needs over the spiritual 

lives of the catechists. 

The success of the congress is owed to His Grace 

Archbishop Alex Thomas and a number of priests who 

facilitated sessions during the congress. Special thanks 

goes to  the pastoral director Fr Limukani Ndlovu for 

planning, organizing  and managing the congress. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

After a completion of three terms in the catechist training 

process, the 13th of September 2019 marked the 

graduation day for the trainees. The Graduation was more 

of an initiation, guidance and induction process into the 

catechist journey as resounded in the main speech of the 

day by the Bishop. Many activities ranging from singing, 

dramatization, poetry art and design exhibition revealed 

the level incorporation of modern teaching methods that 

the individuals had attained from the course. This is 

evidenced by the pictures below.   

The Director of Emthonjeni Pastoral Center, Fr Limukani 

Ndlovu had these sentiments to share about the 

proceedings of the day. Mrs Joyce Ednah Change from St. 

Bernadette’s Parish thanked God who made the day 

possible and a resounding success. She extended her 

gratitude to the “Chief Catechist” Archbishop Alex Thomas 

and the Director of Emthonjeni Pastoral Centre Fr. 

Limukani Ndlovu as well as all Pastoral lecturers.  

Mrs Change did not miss her words when she 

acknowledged that “it is not easy to teach a class with no 

requirements except being baptised with a desire to be 

sent”. The Pastoral Centre enrols anyone for the Pastoral 

and Catechetical course which is staggered in three phases 

in a year. Each phase consists of three consecutive weeks. 

The trainee students are free to go back to their homes 

over weekends unless there is an agreed activity.  

As noticed by Archbishop, there is marked improvement 

on the quality of trainee catechists who devote their time 

to train at the Pastoral Centre. This was evidenced by the 

diversity of academic background of 

students some of whom were 

retired professionals, form six, and 

degree certificate holders. The 

institute does not discriminate 

anyone. Both the young and adults, 

males and females and people who 

are differently abled are welcome 

because faith is witnessed in our 

various state of life, condition and 

profession. 

Both the teachers and students at the Pastoral Centre were 

amazed with the collaboration and co-workmanship during 



the formation period.  This was made visible by the mutual 

co-existence between novices and the lay faithful. The 

students also gained skills in hospitality since they had to 

attend and relate with different guests from different 

sectors. According to Mrs Change the experience during 

the training “was like a cocktail of fruits with a combination 

of flavours of different fruits, nonetheless quenching our 

spiritual thirst”.  

A variety of courses are taught at the Pastoral Centre and 

these include Scriptures (Old and New Testament), Social 

subjects like Counselling, Communication, Leadership, 

social Teaching of the Church and Training of Trainers, 

Theological subjects like Christology, Church History, 

Ecclesiology, Liturgy and Mariology. Also, Pastoral courses 

such as Small Christian Communities, Pastoral Themes, 

Inculturation, Ecumenism, Prayer Methods, Inculturation 

are offered during the training program.  

As students displayed their skills on the graduation 

ceremony, it became clear that they learnt through plays, 

songs, art, poet and all sorts of creative spontaneity. Such 

is the requirement for an effective catechist.  

As they leave the Pastoral Centre, the Catechists through 

their representative 

attested that they were “drinking from the saucer because 

our cups are overflowing with blessings”.  

The training done at the Pastoral Centre is such that it 

enables the students to take up any pastoral ministry in 

their parishes. The challenge then, is for Parish leadership 

to identify more personnel to enrol each year since this will 

improve pastoral ministry which is the sole purpose of the 

Church here on earth. As a result of the diversity of 

ministries and apostolate in the Church, it is therefore 

impossible for a community to claim saturation or 

redundancy. If Christian communities are to grow and to 

be effective, then there is need to second student 

enrolment. Doing so will be the most 

charitable thing to do for God does not delight in our ignorance, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 

4:6, Job 36:12, Proverbs 5: 23)

Fr Limukani Ndlovu ….Pastoral Director 

 

 

 

 



 

In keeping with the resolutions of 

the year in view of the theme 

Baptised and sent evangelization 

through holiness, Catholic s had 

to abide with the mandate of 

attending pilgrimages. 

Pilgrimages are spiritual journeys 

to a place of reference in search of 

a  deeper spiritual encounter with 

God. On  the 14th of September 

2019 which is the feast of the 

veneration of the Cross the 

Archdiocese of Bulawayo had the 

opportunity to attend one of  its 

pilgrimages at mount Inungu  .On 

this day, the Church venerates the 

Cross as the instrument of our 

salvation, while at the same time 

pointing out the way of the Cross 

as the way of Christianity.  Christ 

himself  through the Cross is fully 

revealed to us as the  instrument 

and the means of salvation. Under 

the  organization and guidance of 

Christ the King Parish, pilgrims 

successfully managed to make the 

pilgrimage to the top of the 

mountain, beginning in the 

morning and ending later in the 

day. Key activities were the 

ascent of the mount, praying of 

the Stations of the Cross, the Holy 

Rosary, Holy Mass and talks 

given on site. This year saw few 

participants (probably due to 

different challenges incurred by 

the faithful), yet this did not deter 

the determination and focus of 

those present. Key talks were 

given by Fr Elisha Nyathi and Fr 

Crelly Ncube on the 

Extraordinary Mission Month of 

October, emphasis being on living 

out the missionary mandate. Fr 

Jeremy Butawo’s Homily sealed 

the day as he encouraged the 

pilgrims never to tire in searching 

their true vocation and mission in 

the church. 
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From the church history the Jews viewed the  cross as a 

symbol of humiliation, sinners were forced to carry a cross 

as public humiliation however Jews crucified Jesus so as to 

humiliate him without realising that Jesus's cross was a 

cross with a difference. 

On the 14th of September 2019, 

I had a great experience with the 

cross when I went on a 

pilgrimage to Mt Inungu on the 

feast of the exaltation of the holy 

cross, Mt Inungu is 1501mhigh 

and at the top is a cross 11m 

high. 

My faith lied much on the cross as I  had forever longed for 

a personal encounter with Jesus, to heal my severe back 

pains due to  arthritis . 

The climb was gruelling with precarious caves crevices and 

sharp rocks. Parts of the climb were rope assisted, inspite 

of the difficult in movement I forged my way to the top. My 

going up was a great adventure and gave me a better 

understanding of Jesus' experience on his way from 

Gethsemane to Calvary. How I managed to reach the top 

remains a mystery to me, despite those younger and 

stronger looking than me giving up along the way I did not 

give up. At one stage I felt exhausted and nearly gave up 

but i told myself that God never gave us a spirit of fear, this 

encouraged me and gave me more strength. While 

struggling upward someone said to me "hold on to me and 

let us go, we are not very far from the cross’’.He held my 

hand kept on assisting me to go on, little did I know that 

that the person was a priest from Kenya. Thanks to this 

Priest for his encouragement, I think he prayed for me for 

more strength. 

Upon 

reaching the summit of Mt Inungu I touched the cross and 

prayed. I was touched by the talk given by FR Elisha Nyathi 

on the exaltation of the cross and evangelisation. Mass was 

held on the site just where God wanted me to be. The 

descending journey was equally difficult but I rejoiced that 

I felt no aches and pains as before though i was tired. 

My experience can be related as ‘very explicable’. The 

cross assures salvation, healing, hope and peace, I felt 

that we surely serve a merciful, miracle working God. 

 

 



Empandeni Pilgrimage : Our 

lady Queen of Peace Grotto 

understanding A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey aimed at realising a deeper meaning with God. Connotatively, the word ‘Empandeni’ 

translates to mean the root of Catholic faith. The Empandeni Pilgrimage is held annually specifically devoted towards Our Lady 

Queen of peace, this year it was held on the 4th of October 2019 in Plumtree. 

The pilgrims started by a way of the cross to the mountain 

shrine being led by his Grace Mst Rev ARCHBISHOP ALEX 

THOMAS.Fr Marko Mnkandla shared a talk which was 

centred on the vitalness of morality in connection with 

holiness. Morality defines the ability to distinguish what is 

right and wrong behaviour.Thus being moral as specified 

by the Church doctrine, is directly related to realising 

holiness. Emphasis was highlighted on the interdepend 

kind of relationship between the two, morality  is there to 

act as a spirit level guiding towards achieving holiness and 

diffusing it in different societal groups especially in families 

and the church at large was of importance. 

The proceedings went on with a couple of spiritual 

activities guiding towards a direct intervention with God 

since the faithful were also given an opportunity to present 

their personal intentions. The pilgrimage was also aiming 

towards the faithful witnessing a more practical experience 

through understanding indulging in holiness on a deeper 

meaning. However what cannot be overlooked was the 

irrational response in terms of numbers form the male 

counterparts in the pilgrimage. The Empandeni pilgrimage 

became a channel of inaugurating the extra-ordinary 

mission month of October as specified by Pope Francis. 

   





n Saturday the 22nd of March St Maximilian Kolbe was a hive of activity.  Friends, relatives and the laity gathered the 

parish to witness six special weddings held in unison in a single day, a record breaking for the parish of Khami. The 

six Catholic couples tying the knot were joined in Holy Matrimony by the Parish Priest Fr. Charles Mafurutu who 

presided over in the presence of Rev. Deacon Charles Madzivanyika, congregants and the community.    

   The six couples who took their vows in preparation for a sanctified and loving marriage that will last a lifetime were from 

left Tinos Mutupo and Patience Chido Mutengwa, Mike Ziki and Eustine 

Nyaradzai Charambira, Jeffry Musvibe and Progress 

Esther Matuvhunye, Tinei Joseph Hwela and Adrin 

Chidongo, Athanas Muchawa and Precious Vandirai, 

and, Jackson Dhangwa and Tendai Majasi. All 

brides and grooms were registered and active 

members of the church. Seated before them are 

from Left Rev. Deacon Charles Madzivanyika and 

Fr Charles Mafurutu.   

Psalm 128: 1-2 pronounces that Happy are all 

who fear the Lord, who walk in the ways of God 

and indeed this was reflected from the emotional 

tears of joy from most of the brides. The priest 

happily looked absorbed in the process while the 

best men and maids of honour devoted themselves keenly as 

they witnessed the once in a life time event. All couples took turns to recite their vows, 

exchange rings and receive their nuptial prayers of blessing from the Priest. This 

ceremonial procedure reflected the distinct uniqueness of Catholic Weddings and why the marriage was 

considered as a Sacrament. A sacrament is an outward sign instituted by Christ to give grace. 

 In the Catholic Church, Holy Matrimony is one of the seven sacraments instituted by Jesus Christ to sanctify the spouses, the 

family, the Church, and the world. The ceremony is therefore held in conformity with the liturgical law of the church. It must 

be made clear that the preparation of the wedding is one thing while that of the marriage is another. The couples had to go 

through marriage preparation for quite some time before committing to a matrimonial covenant of a lifetime.       

 During preparatory sessions their facilitator and Catechist Mr Herman Mawadze covered many topics aimed at benefiting the 

couples’ divine marriages. These topics included: expectations of marriage, fidelity, conflict management and problem solving, 

values and priorities of marriage, spirituality, and praying as a family.  

O 



It was also good to note that the windfall of weddings was a good indicator of the growth of the church. All credit should be 

given to the grace of God, the tirelessly working Parish Priest, his Parish Executive and other Parishioners. In his sermon Fr 

Mafurutu encouraged traditionally married couples, young lads and young ladies looking forward to marry to do the right 

thing and emulate these six couples. He further advised the couples to pray to the Lord to keep the promise of peace, loving 

and marriage to the family. In these times of highly infectious diseases couples are urged to remain faithful to each other.  

By M Tafirenyika St Maximilian Kolbe             

 

CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS ASSOCIATION: A TRANSITIONAL 
GROUP 
 By Audrey Mzondo Uganda Martyrs 

 

As Catholics we are blessed in 
so many ways and most 
profoundly is our faith that we 
take pride in. Over the years 

young people have been 
actively  involved in 
evangelization resulting in the 
success and continuous 
growth of youth associations in 
our church. One particular 
association that has 
blossomed over the years in 
the Catholic Young Adults 
Association (CYAA). 
 

One might ask, why was the 
Young Adults Association 
formed and to fulfil what 
purpose. The church realised a 

gap and that most young adults 
were leaving the church due to the 
fear of not belonging. Its either 
they were too young to join the 

other adult 
associations 

and some felt too old to partake in youth 
associations. As a result, the CYAA was created 
with an intention of being a transitioning group. 
Its primarily objective was to encourage its 
members to take up responsibilities in the 
church, taking active  roles in programmes of 
the church parish and most importantly to 
promote Christian vocations. 
 

In addition Fr Maseko during his address at the CYAA AGM 2019 
highlighted that, being a young adult is a stage that should lead to 
adulthood. It is not a permanent point in our lives. It is a season for 
making decisions, it a time to build, dream and invest in the future. 
It is a stage of retrospective and the church sorely looks up to us, 



we are not the future we are 
the now. All this begins with an 
encounter with Jesus Christ 
and the drive to serve. 
 

However growth is inevitable 
in the Young Adults 
Association as result some 
members now have to advance 
to the next stage which is 
adulthood. True to its nature 
CYAA being a transitional 
group, a shift to the next stage 
of life cannot be ignored. 
Unfortunately Comfort and 
fear are the greatest enemies 
of progression. It is important 

for young adults to embrace change and be willing to take up new 
responsibilities as the Church looks up to us. Efforts are being made 
to make the transitional process smooth sailing to other adult 
associations. Young adults are called to live full sacramental lives, 
with the transitioning to other adult associations this can be 
achieved. 
 

On the other hand the transitioning from Senior Youths to Young 
Adults is being made possible through joint events between the two 
associations. On the 13th of August the CYAA hosted a successful 
sports day with the theme Evangelization through sports and artistry 
at St Thomas and invited the senior youths to partake in the event. 
The spirit of oneness was established as we are all called to be one 
in the Lord. The event allowed for the young adults to embrace the 
senior youths and take them under their wing. It resulted in the 
development of social network and bridged the gap in 
communication. 

 

Transitioning does not happen over night, it is a process. It takes a lot of courage to release the familiar 
and seemingly secure, to embrace the new ways of doing things. We are all therefore called to embrace 
change and establish ways to make the transitional process to other associations smooth sailing. This 
transitioning has led to individuals joining other associations and some getting married as illustrated in 
pictures below
.  
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THE YOUTHS IN THE 21ST CENTURY CHURCH: 

A PLIGHT OF MANY VOICES. 

The 21st Century Church and Her Youths 

The relationship between the Church and young people 

have been, and probably will always be, a catalyst for 

disagreement and tension unless some quite dramatic 

changes take place. There is no doubt that the church is 

facing serious challenges on a number of fronts in this 21st 

Century. Negative and defensive reaction will only serve to 

underline the status quo and push this “chosen generation, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own special 

people...” (1 Peter 2:9 NKJV) which has become 

wordly institution; even further onto the sand banks of 

history and irrelevance. 

There is need for a positive willingness to face realities, re- 

order priorities and implement change that will restore the 

glory of the church- salt of the earth and light of the world.  

 

 

The world has changed. Time has changed – the pace at 

which we live life has accelerated terrifically. We now have 

interactive teaching and learning, more stimulations than 

ever before, more things to do, to read, to watch, to 

experience. These days young people are more often found 

quoting a pick up line from Hollywood, Nollywood, 

Bollywood actors and actresses than a bible verse. It is not 

going to change. I could imagine myself in my younger 

years, at age twelve,what I would be doing after school hours 

at Nkanyezi primary school  if not my school homework, 

thereafter, my apportioned domestic chores? The world is 

different – twelve year olds today earn cash in their spare 

time, hang out with friends, play computer games, surf the 

internet, go to the movies, the mall, and play Sony 

Playstation games. On the other hand, why should one spend 

time memorising, when Androids, Tablets, Ipad and other 

hand held computers contain easy-reference word-search 

Bible concordances in a multitude of versions. Why 

memorise when its on-line? 

Young people in the twenty-first century know more and 

have access to vastly greater quantities of information than 

ever before. They have lots more information at their finger 

tips than those teaching them. Which means they are less 

likely to accept authoritative and definitive answers.Through 

the social media applications young people no longer consult 

their elders on pertinent issues regarding they physical, 

biological, emotion and spiritual well being. What is very 

disturbing is that at a tender age young people are exposed 

to derogative things that the internet offers such as 

pornography, improper mannerisms and attitudes, such as 

Satanism , drug abuse, prostitution, hedonism ( best 

expressed through vuzu parties).  

The young people of the 21st century  engage in unhealthy 

and elicit relationships which are against the teachings of the 

church. A  good example is when girls and boys get 

hooked in intimate relationships with older people, who 

nowadays they refer to as  ‘ blessers’. Blessers spoil the 

youth with  gifts , money, clothes, vacations, jewellery, 

fancy hairstyles in exchange for sexual favours. However 

what these youth are not aware of  are the consequences that 

come with these relationships, such as unplanned 

pregnancies, arbotions which may cause cancerous 

infections, STDs, emotional damage, identity crisis and 

social alienation. 

In the pursuit of happiness young people usually end up 

pursuing their graves by abusing drugs. Instead of waking 

up from the slumber of laziness and immaturity young 

people prefer to create castles in the air which are easy to 

build after one has smoked mbanje or nyaope  but  

impossible to live in. The repercussion which come with 

abuse of drugs, substances and alcohol include neurosis 

which is gross ,lack of being responsible, depression 

leading to suicidal tendencies, schizophrenia leading to 

violent behavior and to top it all mental retardation. 

With the mushrooming of Pentecostal churches some of our 

youth experiment by attending services of these churches 

ending being swallowed into their system. This has led to 

the great exodus of our youths to other Christian 

denominations. Mainly what attracts them is the frenzy like 

type of worship which these churches adopt, the 

incorporation of modern instruments in their praise and 

worship sessions. 

In view of these devastating voices among the young what  

is of paramount importance is that  our youth should be 

mindful that they are the future of the church and that these 

practises are harmful to the growth  and development of the 

church. The youth should be well vest of the teachings of 

the church regarding the family. They should at all costs 
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imitated the holy family of Nazareth like jesus Christ our 

youths should be extra obedient to their parents and elders 

so as to have direction in their lives. No wonder one of the 

ten commandents states that hlonipha uyihlo lonyoko ukuze 

insuku zakho zande emhlabeni. 

More over our youth should have a strong sense of identity 

in reference to themselves and the church.  Hence they 

should be psychological well integrated individuals who do 

not allow destructive  tendencies and attitude to affect their 

lives and their sense of belonging in the church.        

 

By  Fr Thomas  Kuthwa

 

By.  Siphathokuhle Ndlovu

Over the years drug 

abuse has been 

persistent amongst the 

younger generation due 

to a lot of reasons partly 

related to personal 

problems and depression 

to mention a few. The 

persistency has raised 

eyebrows questioning 

the effectiveness of the 

current strategies that have been employed in helping the 

victims and how the Church can contribute towards 

achieving a drug free society 

Particularly to the church, drug abuse has had far much 

reaching negative repercussions in terms of active youth 

participation and indulgence deeply with Christ. Impliedly 

this suggests that directly drug abuse has been a 

hinderance in the youth to fully realize their potential in 

upholding the Church in the future. In learning from other 

youth supportive structures, the church needs to fully 

assume its position in addressing drug abuse through 

thoroughly introspecting its root cause on all societal  and 

individual levels. 

This will then result in employing strategies and measure 

that will serve the sole purpose combating this enigma. The 

is great need for us as the church to partake in social 

activities in connection and collaboration with our 

communities in strengthening those values that condone 

drug abuse. This could be done through engaging in 

sporting activities, projects, seminars , workshops among 

other things that prob the young people to reason out the 

causes, dangers and means of stifling drug abuse among 

them. 
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Please Support 

Isibane 

Contact the Archdiocese of Bulawayo social communications 

Coordinator Fr. Elisha Nyathi 

CLOSING REMARKS 
 

 

This year has witnessed  the steady growth of Isibane Communications   under the watchful eye 

and supporting hand   of the  Archbishop Alex Thomas to which the Isibane team pays great 

hormage. On behalf of the team we would like to extend our continuous gratitude towards those 

who have followed us on our social media platforms while recommending our pages to other 

individuals such as the proliferating of the Sunshine Breeze to all the corners of the world. It is 

strongly recommended that we continue to be channels of the good news of Christ especially in 

this coming year where we are called to be the disciples of Christ who are baptized and sent in our 

personal and parish capacities. Hence as we approach 2020 let us take note of the words of the 

Archbishop as he says ‘Now is the opportunity to follow in the footsteps of the disciples to walk the 

talk’. Amen    


