
Life in Christ : The Sacraments 

 

The Church, in Christ, is like a sacrament– a sign and instrument, that is, of com-
munion and of unity among all men. VATICAN COUNCIL II, LUMEN GENTIUM, 1 

Christ instituted the sacraments of the new law. There are seven: 

BAPTISM—establishes us as members of the church of Christ at the beginning of 
our lives as Christians 

CONFIRMATION—the baptised are strengthened and hallowed through the gift of 
the Holy Spirit 

THE EUCHARIST—makes us sharers in the life of our Lord and forges us together 
into a community 

PENANCE—when we sin, this sacrament brings us forgiveness and reconciliation 
with God and the Church 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK— brings strength and consolation to those who are seri-
ously ill 

HOLY ORDERS—this sacrament confers upon deacons, priests, and bishops a spe-
cial service in the Church 

MATRIMONY—in this sacrament the couple themselves promise each other love 

and loyalty; the communion that they form becomes an image of our communion 

with Christ 
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History of St Bernadette Parish 

In 1991 a catechist from Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish Mrs Dorothy Warburton affectionately 
known as Auntie Dolly, sought for permission 
to start an outstation in Waterford and it was 
granted. Sunday 30 June 1991, the outstation 
met as Waterford Catholic Group for the first 
time, their prayers were answered. St Berna-
dette’s Parish was born. The Parish started in 
homes, then moved to CMM house of for-
mation for Sunday Holy masses. Later on the 
community rented a classroom at Waterford 
primary school. The late Mr Rex Chiwara and 
the late Archbishop Henry Karlen donated an 
acre each to the community. The CMM fi-
nanced the construction of the multipurpose 
hall, Priest cottage and durawall around the 
place of worship. The Parish started as Water-
ford Catholic group with the late Fr Joachim 
CMM as caretaker priest. Later on the group 
became St Bernadette’s Catholic community. In 
2006 the establishment of a parish was ap-
proved with two outstations, St Eugene Ken-
sington and St Joseph the worker How mine. 

Isonto Letshumi lesithupa 
Lomnyaka(Isonto leBhayibhili)

*IV 

Isifundo sokuqala 

UGenesise 18: 1-10a 

Hubo 15: 2-3.4.5 

Isifundo sesibili 

KwabaseKolose 1: 24-28 

Ivangeli 

Luka 10: 38-42 

Bible talk 

Bible quiz 

Blessing of bibles 



THE CORRECT WAY TO READ 
AND INTERPRET THE BIBLE 

 
The Authorship of the Bible: The Bi-
ble is Divine and Human simultaneous 
authorship for the words of God, which 
is expressed in human language, have 
been made like human discourse and 
was in every way made like human when 
he took to Himself the form of a human 
flesh. (Dei Verbum #13) 
Divine Authorship: 2 Timothy 3:16 All 
scripture is inspired by God and is useful 
for teaching, for refutation, for correc-
tion, and for training in righteousness. 
Biblical inspiration refers to the process 
by which 
God influ-
enced the human writ-
ers and editors in the process of writing, 
compiling, editing and transmitting of 
the sacred texts which the Church recog-
nizes as the Bible. The Bible itself con-
firms that its words are inscribed in re-
sponse to divine inspiration. Exodus 
17:14 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
"Write this down in a document as 
something to be remembered." Exodus 
34:27 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
"Write down these words, for in accord-
ance with them I have made a covenant 
with you and with Israel." Isaiah 8:1 The 
Lord said to me: "Take a large cylinder-
seal, and inscribe on it in ordinary let-
ters" Matthew 5:18 Amen, I say to you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or the smallest part of a 
letter will pass from the law, until all 
things have taken place. Matthew 4:4 He 
said in reply, "It is written: 'One does not 
live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes forth from the mouth of 
God.'" John 5:39 You search the scrip-
tures, because you think you have eternal 
life through them; even they testify on 
my behalf.  
Wrong Understanding of Inspiration: 
Strict Verbal Inspiration. Every word 

recorded in the Bible is written exactly 
as it has been spoken by God. All the 
historical and scientific data in the Bible 
is true. Thus: The world was created in 
seven days. Jonas lived three days in the 
belly of a whale. When Jesus ordered 
that one should cut off the hand that 
causes one to sin he meant it. When Je-
sus said: “eat my flesh and drink my 
blood” he endorsed and commended 
cannibalism.  
Consequences of Strict Verbal Inspi-
ration: Biblical Fundamentalism; The 
Bible contains the speech dictated by 
God and recorded word by word by a 
human secretary. Human authors are 

type 
writers, 

a kind of pens or pencils 
which God uses to write down his own 
words. The text is the absolute criteria of 
judgment for the human life and contains 
direct and unambiguous answers to eve-
ry possible question that can be asked.  
The Correct Understanding of Inspi-
ration: The books of Scr ipture, firmly, 
faithfully and without error, teach that 
truth which God, for the sake of our sal-
vation, wished to see confined to the 
sacred Scriptures"(DV #13). The Bible is 
not: God’s direct speech, a science book, 
a History book, a magic book. The Bible 
is: God’s message, theological commu-
nication, compendium of principles for 
living a fully human life that leads to 
eternal life and a spiritual guide.  
Catholic reading of the Bible: Inner -
ancy: Biblical Inerrancy means freedom 
from error as a consequence of the text’s 
inspiration, Because God is the principal 
author of the Bible, so it cannot contain 
anything but the truth, The Bible does 
contain errors! Gen 21:32, Mark 1:2 The 
Bible is without error regarding the 
truths of our salvation (DV 11). Errors in 
the Biblical text do not affect the salvific 
and essential message of Sacred Scrip-
tures.  

Prayer  

Requests : 

THE SICK 

Mr Madzinga, 

Gogo  maSithole, 

Mrs J Ndlovu,  Mr 

Banda 

BIRTHDAYS 

Mrs E Change, 

Mr C Change, 

Caroline Muta-

va, Mzwandile 

Sibanda, Pamela 

Govhere 

Notices 

1. Section prayers : 

St Paul-Mr and Mrs Maodzwa’s residence 

Rosa Mystica – Mr and  Mrs Mahlangu residence 

St Mark- Gogo maSibanda 

Assumption of our Lady– Mr and Mrs R Ncube’s resi-
dence 

2. Area mass at St Francis area, 19 July 

3. Feast of St James on the 25th of July, Charismatic 
Renewal group will be leading. 

4. Young adults induction on the 31st of July. 

5. St Anne’s  induction on the 14th of August-Novena of 
St Anne will start on the 5th of August. 

6. Eastern deanery fun day on the 6th of August at St 
Thomas Aquinas primary, Parklands 

7. 10 August-Feast of St Lawrence, Deacon and martyr. 
Assumption of our Lady leading. 

8. There will be a Novena towards inauguration day. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
DAY/DATE LEADING 

GROUP 

READINGS 

Sunday 24 July St Francis Area Gen 18: 20-32, Col 2: 12-14, 

Lk 11: 1-13  

Sunday 31 July Young adult’s 

association 

Eccl 1: 2; 2: 21-23, Col 3: 1-5.9-11, Lk 

12: 13-21  

Sunday 07 Au-

gust 

St Anne’s   

association 

Wis 18: 6-9, Heb 11:1-2.8-19, Lk 12: 

32-48 

Sunday 14 Au-

gust 

St Joseph Jer 38: 4-6.8-10, Heb 12: 1-4, Lk 12: 49
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